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Army leader on ground with Kandahar ‘Devils’

By Lt. Col. Jeremy Martin
Army Public Affairs

KANDAHAR, Afghanistan
— Under Secretary of theArmy
LesBrownlee visited Saturday
with soldiersand |eaders of the
504™ Parachute Infantry Regi-
ment, “Devils,” 82" Airborne
Division at Kandahar Air Field,
Afghanistan.

Brownlee was welcomed to
Kandahar by Col. John F.
Campbell, 504" PIR commander
and the regiment’s top ser-
geant, Command Sgt. Mgj. Gary
Kalinofski.

Brownlee had meals with
soldiers, visited the opera-
tional centersof U.S. and coa-
lition forces, and received op-

erational updates from task
force commanders.

TF commanders briefed
Brownlee on current opera-
tions and the complexity of
their missions being con-
ducted in a hostile and chal-
lenging environment.

“Thechallengewefaceisex-
ecuting operations over long dis-
tances, and over those distances
maintaining (command and con-
trol), force protection, and secu-
rity at multiple locations, while
maintaining the ability to mass
combat power at the proper place
and time,” said Maj. Malcolm
Frogt, Regimenta S-3.

“We measure our success

- See BROWNLEE, Page 4

Courtesy Photo
Saff Sgt. Kurt F. Schmitz, a flight medic with the 1042 Medical Com-
pany (Air Assault), Oregon National Guard, receives congratulationson
ajobwell donefromUnder Secretary of the Army LesBrownlee, Saturday
at Kandahar Air Field. Schmitz was recently hoisted into an area of
unexploded ordnanceto provide primary careto a soldier who stepped on
aland mine.

Marine maintenance crews keep their Harriers flying

Photo by Spc. Marie Schult, CJTF-180 Public Affairs
Marine Cpl. Michael Borem, VMA 513, ordnance maintenance crew, attaches the lanyard of a

500-pound laser-guided bomb. When the bomb is deployed the lanyard breaks, inititating the
propulsion system.

Spc. Marie Schult
CJTF-180 PAO

BAGRAM,Afghanistan— They crawl in-
side, underneath, on top of and al around.
They scrutinizeevery inch of its46-foot frame,
every tireand every bomb. They inspect the
seat, the gadgets and the gizmos.

They are the maintenance crews of Ma
rineAttack Squadron (VMA) 513, Yuma, Ariz.
They spend their days and nights performing
maintenanceon Harriers.

“We perform daily maintenanceto ensure
theaircraftissafefor flight,” said Marine Sgt.
Del-Ray Hamilton, power linemechanic, VMA
513, as he inspects the engine intake making
sure the blades are not damaged.

Hamilton, from CasaGrande, Ariz., isper-
forming just one of the many inspectionsthat

— SeeMAINTENANCE, Page 3
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Iragis have found more warheads

BAGHDAD, Irag— Iraqi officialssaid
they have found four more empty chemical
warheads similar to 12 others found last
week, the U.N.’s chief weapons inspector
said Sunday.

Hans Blix, in Baghdad with top nuclear
weapons inspector Mohamed ElBaradei,
said on CNN's “Late Edition” that the 12
empty warheadswere on the agendafor talks
Sunday with Iraqi officials.

“They said they had been surprised
themselves,” about finding the empty war-
heads, Blix said. “ They werein boxes, never
opened — there were bird droppings on
them. But of course they should have been
declared and destroyed.”

The discovery of four more such war-
heads— and the potential to discover more
— raises the question of whether they are
“remnants of the past [or] thetip of anice-
berg,” Blix said.

Saddam exile could avoid war

WASHINGTON — Defense Secretary
Donald Rumsfeld said Sunday that exile
for Saddam Hussein and other members
of the Iraqgi leadership would be a “fair
trade” to avoid amilitary conflict.

“I ... would recommend that some pro-
vision be made so that the senior leader-
ship inthat country and their families could
be provided haven in some other coun-
try,” Rumsfeld said on ABC’s “This
Week.” “I think that that would be afair
trade to avoid awar.”

“I think that the people in his country
know what a vicious regime [Saddam]
runs. And they may decide to throw him
out,” he said.

“He and his family may decide that
they’ve run their string and that they’ll
leave. ... Certainly, either of those courses
would be preferable to the use of force.”

Rumsfeld’s comments came asthe two
top U.N. weapons inspectors, Hans Blix
and Mohamed El Baradei, met with Iraqi
officialsin Baghdad to press for more co-
operation in the search for weapons of
mass destruction.

A South Korean sentry keeps an eye on the de-
militarized zone between the two Koreas.

Russia offers nuclear deal

SEOUL, South Korea— A Russian en-
voy hasdelivered Moscow’s plan to resolve
the nuclear standoff between Washington
and Pyongyang.

In meetingswith North Korean officials,
Russian Deputy Foreign Affairs Minister
Alexander Losyukov gave Pyongyang de-
tailsof the plan, devel oped by Moscow over
the past few weeks.

Under the proposal, unveiled to CNN by
the Russian Foreign Ministry on Sunday,
North Koreawould once again sign onto the
nuclear non-proliferation treaty that it with-
drew from earlier thismonth.

For itspart, the United Stateswould have
to completely follow through with itsend of
a1994 pact, under which Pyongyang prom-
ised to freeze its nuclear program in return
foraid.

In addition, the Russian plan calls for
North Korea to receive a guarantee of not
being attacked.

Canberra sifts through rubble

CANBERRA, Australia— Residents of
the bush land around Canberra began sift-
ing through the ashen rubble of their homes
after aweekend of ferociousfiresthat killed
four people and destroyed around 400
homes.

Following the worst fires ever to hit the
capital, authorities on Monday urged resi-
dents whose homes survived not to return
yet for fear of morefiresor explosionsfrom
gas leaks.

Four people were killed from the gust-
driven wild fires while hospitals treated

around 250 others for burns and smoke in-
halation.

Thousands of people were evacuated
during a state of emergency, which remains
in place. Hundreds of homeswere still with-
out power after firesknocked out power sta-
tions and lines and the city faces a sewage
crisis after atreatment plant was damaged.

PrimeMinister John Howard toured some
of the scorched areas around Canberra on
Sunday, and said it was the worst fire dam-
agehe’'d ever seeninAustraia.

=

The state's chief minister has likened the bush
firestoa'holocaust.'

Anti-war protesters arrested

WASHINGTON — Police arrested 16
anti-war protesters who marched on the
White House on Sunday in a second day of
ralliesagainst apossiblewar in Iraq that has
drawn thousands to the capital.

Protesters chanted and sang as they ap-
proached the White House, but U.S. Park
Police began making arrests after they ex-
ceeded the 25-demonstrator limit for
L afayette Park, across Pennsylvania Avenue
from the White House.

“We invited 25 in, and unfortunately,
that's not what happened,” Sgt. Scott Fear
said. “It'sasecurity issue— they knew this
ahead of time.”

Two missing girls found

KISSIMMEE, Florida— Two sisters,
found Sunday morning after being lost over-
night in freezing temperatures, said they
huddled in ahollow tree to sleep when they
were unableto attract the attention of search
and rescue helicopters.
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must occur for aHarrier totakeflight.
“Overal thereareroughly 10 inspections
performed,” said Marine Capt. Mike Trapp,
apilotwithVMA 513. Someinspectionsare
done daily, others depend on flight hours.
Some of thedaily inspectionsand mainte-
nance checks include uploading and down-
loading ordnance, checking for corrosion on
the airframe, checking the tires for wear and
checking various aircraft systems.
Inspections and maintenance crews are
essential to the operation of the Harriers be-
causethey are very sensitiveaircraft, accord-
ing to Marine Master Sgt. Patrick
Vandynhoven, squadron maintenance chief.
Due to their vertica lift capabilities and
the complicated manner in which they were
designed, they must be cared for with expert
hands. If eventhesmallest particle of runway
debrisis sucked into the intake and damages
the blades, the engine must be pulled out and
repaired. Thisisacomplicated procedure, in-
volving the removal of the wing, because the
engineisinternally mounted to theairframe.
“We depend on the maintenance crews
100 percent,” said Trapp, from Yuma, Ariz.
Pilots have complete trust in the mainte-
nance crews because they are responsible for
checking things the pilots don't look at, he
sad.
Vandynhoven, said the day is either very
hectic or slow depending on the flight sched-
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Photos by Spc. Marie Schult

Marine Cpl. Clifford Rocha, powerline mechanic, VMA 513, performshisdaily inspectionson the

Harrier.

ule. The night shift isusually responsible for
getting the Harriers geared up for their night
missionsand theday crew performsafter flight
maintenance.

“We're always downl oading and upload-
ing bombs, there's always something to do,”
said Marine Cpl. Michael Borem amember of
theordnancecrew for VMA 513. “I enjoy my
job,” added the Sacramento, Calif., native.

Even though the crews pull 12-hour
shifts seven days aweek, inspecting Harri-
ers takes up a small portion of that time.

Marine Sgt. Del-Ray Hamilton, VMA 513, powrline mechanic, inspects the intake on a Harrier at
BagramAir Base. Hamilton inspectstheHarrier’senginebladesevery day toensurethey areserviceable.

Marines from VMA 513, perform the final
checks, beforesendingtheHarrier upfor anight
mission.

The rest of the day, maintenance crews
spend their timeeither fixing aircraft or at a
minimum, maintaining them and training on
new skillsor honing old ones. Vandynhoven,
aWisconsin, native, said, hisfinely trained
Marinesnot only always seemto beimprov-
ing their skillsbut performing old ones bet-
ter.

In Yuma, an engine pull takes up to a
week, hesaid, inAfghanistan it takestwo to
three days. Vandynhoven attributes this
exemplary performance to the fact that the
Marines are morefocused on their mission.
They do not have the immediate demands
of family and asocid life.

Even though the crews themselves
would rather work on the planes than com-
ment on theimportance of their job and their
personal mission, their superiors have
enough praiseto make up for their stoicism.

“When we launch amission it isthe di-
rect result of their hard work,” said Trapp.
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by our ability to disrupt the enemy’s ability to plan, re-
hearse, and coordinate operations against coalition
Forces, and by denying them sanctuary in Afghanistan
— since 9-11 there's been no cohesive, coordinated at-
tack against U.S. or Coalition forces,” said Frost.

“We're blessed with great |eaders, and atremendous
NCO Corps,” said Campbell.

“l can’'t say enough about the sacrifices our soldiers
make,(they’ re)a highly motivated volunteer force, proud
to be on point for our nation,” said Campbell.

Brownlee lauded the efforts of numerous soldiers
throughout the visit, including Staff Sgt. Kurt F. Schmitz,
aflight medic with the 1042 Medical Company (Air As-
sault), Oregon National Guard who wasrecently hoisted
into an area of unexploded ordnance to provide primary
care to a soldier who stepped on a mine, who was then
hoisted from the minefield and isrecovering.

Lt. Col. Terry V. Morgan, Task Force Sabre commander,
said thisis still avery dangerous environment — we're
prepared for combat, and realize the dangers.

“1’ve never seen a better unit, or one that was more
ably led,” said Brownlee.

“Thewar isfar from over, but the job you’ve donein
Afghanistan is nothing short of amiracle — thank you,”
said Brownlee.

“On behalf of Secretary Tom White and the American
people, thank you for what you are doing. It's a tough
job, very demanding and we appreciate the tremendous
sacrifice and dedication from you and your families,”
said Brownlee. “It's my responsibility for us to perform
better,” he added.

Addressing an overflow group of eager U.S. and coa-
lition soldiers at “Kandahar Kafe,” Under Secretary
Brownlee concluded hisremarksto soldiers by recalling
the words echoed by the Commander in Chief in the im-
mediate aftermath of 9-11. “We will rally the world to
this cause by our efforts and by our courage. We will
not tire, we will not falter, we will not fail.”

Bagram Air Base
MWR presents

1530Z at the MWR building: “The Thin
Red Line.” In World War 11, the outcome of
the battle of Guadal canal will strongly influ-
encethe Japanese's advance into the Pacific.
A group of soldiersisbrought in asarelief
for the battle-weary Marine units. The ex-
hausting fight for an airfield that allows con-
trol over a 1000-mile radius puts the men
through hell. Tomorrow’s movie will be
“Changing Lanes.”

Local weather

TWO-DAY REGIONAL WEATHER REPORT:

Today Tuesday
Bagram: Partly cloudy Partly cloudy

H: 55F H: 52F

L: 21F L: 30F
Kandahar: Partly cloudy Mist

H: 57F H:61F

L: 43F L: 39F
Kabul: Haze Partly cloudy

H: 52F H: 48F

L: 34F L: 31F
Uzbekistan: Fog w/rain Fog w/snow

H: 38F H: 36F

L: 30F L: 27F

Weather forecast courtesy of the Bagram Combat Weather Team
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OAKLAND, Cdif. — Tinged with atouch of gray, the Silver and
Black are back inthe Super Bowl.

The Oakland Raiders passed and brawled their way to a41-24
victory over the Tennessee Titansin the AFC title game on Sunday,
getting three touchdown throws from 37-year-old Rich Gannon.

Gannon'’s thirty-something teammates — Jerry Rice, Bill
Romanowski, Rod Woodson and, finally, Tim Brown — sent the
Raidersand their maverick owner, Al Davis, tothe NFL title gamefor
thefirsttimein 19 years.

They’ Il go for their fourth Super Bowl title next Sunday in San
Diego, taking on the TampaBay Buccaneers, who beat the Philadel -
phiaEagles27-10in the NFC championship game earlier in the day.

“1’vebeen looking at thisgamefor 14 years and watching other
peoplego,” Brown said.

“Now, I'm finally on my way. It'sa
great feeling,” he added.

Oakland’s oft-touted “ Commitment
to Excellence’” will betested by acoach
who knowsit well — Jon Gruden, who
left the Raiders after last season for the
Bucs.

“How yadoing, Coach?,” Raidersre-
ceiver Jerry Porter quipped. “I'll seeya
later.”

On aclear, perfect day at a stadium
known as the Black Hole, the Raiders looked as much like the old

Ralders reach first Super Bowl N 19 years

The Raiders celebrated their 41-24 victory. Thiswill be
their fifth visit to the Super Bowl.
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Jerry Porter pullsm a 31-yard reception Sunday.

brawling group of renegades they used to be as the new pass-
happy team they have become.

Theold: 14 penaltiesfor 127 yards, a
handful of cheap shots and a bevy of
vicioushitson Steve McNair, who paid a
huge pricefor his 190 passing yards and
two rushing touchdowns.

The new: Unbelievably, Oakland
called exactly one running play over
the first three quarters, leaving the
work to Gannon, the league MV P who
threw 41 times for 286 yards and also
scrambled for 41 more, including a
fourth-quarter touchdown.

ALAMEDA, Calif. — The Oakland Raiders placed starting
tight end Roland Williams on injured reserve Saturday, ending
his hopes of returning today for the AFC championship game.

The Raiders signed running back Madre Hill from the prac-
tice squad to take Williams' spot on the 53-man roster. By placing
Williams on injured reserve, he is done for the season and will
not be available for the Super Bowl.

Williamshasatorn medial collateral ligament in hisleft knee,
along with a partially torn anterior cruciate ligament and some
meni scus damage.

The 6-foot-5, 265-pound Williams also hasturf toe on hisleft
foot and torn ligamentsin atoe on the samefoot that will require
surgery after the season.

Injured knee ends season for Williams

He said this week he was working to convince the coaching
staff he was healthy enough to play.

Williams participated in limited agility drills during
Wednesday’s practice but no running. He underwent treatment
Thursday and was listed as doubtful for the conference title
game against the Tennessee Titans.

Williamswas hurt on the Raiders’ final drive midway through
the fourth quarter of a24-0 win over Kansas City on Dec. 28.

He has been akey blocker this season and has 27 catchesfor
213 yards and no touchdowns.

Williams has been wearing a protective brace and undergo-
ing treatment up to three times a day. He has regained some
mobility in hisknee and is ableto do limited strength work.
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Bucs stop McNabb earn flrst Super Bowl berth

PHILADELPHIA — TheTampaBay Bucca
neers dismissed al of it: the 26-degree weather,
hostile Veterans Stadium and an inability towin a
road playoff game.

They simply rolled up their deeves and put
their league-leading defense to work against
Donovan McNabb and the Philadel phia Eagles.

Now, the Bucs are going to sunny San Diego
for their first Super Bowl, along, sad history be-
hind them.

After being stunned by a Philadel phia touch-
downinthefirst minute of the NFC Championship
game Sunday, the Bucstook over to beat the Eagles
27-10.

“Nobody realy expected ustowinthisgame,”
said Tampa Bay coach John Gruden, in his first
year with theteam. “ That fueled our enthusiasmto

play.”

The Bucs had lost three consecutive games at Veterans Stadium,
unable to score even one offensive touchdown. They had only one
victory ever in temperatures under 40. They were 0-6 in postseason

McNabb fails to get
Eagles over hump

PHILADEL PHIA — Donovan McNabb had noroomto run
and nowhere to pass.

TheTampaBay Buccaneers completely shut down McNabb
and Philadel phia’s offense Sunday, beating the Eagles 27-10 to
advance to the Super Bowl.

McNabb, playing his second game since returning from a
broken right ankle that sidelined him for two months, had his
worst game of the season at the most inopportune time — the
NFC championship game.

“| played poorly,” McNabb said. “ There were opportunities
tomakeplays, and | didn’t makethem.”

The two-time Pro Bow! quarterback completed 26 of 49 for
243 yards, lost two fumbles and threw a costly interception that
was returned 92 yards for a clinching touchdown by Ronde
Barber latein the fourth quarter.

Constantly harassed by Tampa Bay’s top-ranked defense,
McNabb made several ill-advised throws, missed open receiv-
ersand couldn’t scramble free.

Hehardly looked likethe MV P candidate he was before hurt-
ing his ankle in the 10th game of the season.

“You put al the pressure on yoursdlf,” McNabb said. “ Any time
aquarterback playspoorly, it makesit harder for everybody else.”

“It'smy responsibility for usto perform better,” Eaglescoach
Andy Reid said. “I didn’t do a good job putting us in better
position.”

Jon Gruden had plenty to yell about
duringtheBucs win over the Eagles.

road games.

And they had to face some of the league's
toughest fans on dippery turf in the Vet's final
NFL game.

They wereableto erasethe past— adisma 20
years as the league's worst franchise that only
changed directionwhenthey discarded the orange
jerseysthey had wornfromtheir inceptionin 1976-
97. Sincethen, TampaBay hasmissed the playoffs
just once.

“Derrick Brooks, Warren Sgpp and mysdlf have
been herethelongest,” safety and fellow ProBowler
John Lynch said. “We wore the orange. We suf-
fered through some tough years. We worked so
hard for this opportunity but we told each other
we' renot doneyet.”

After the Eagles early flurry, sparked by Brian
MitchellI’s 70-yard return of the opening kickoff, it wasall TampaBay.
TheBucsled 17-10 at ha ftime and stifled Philadel phiaafter intermis-
sion. Gruden and the Bucswill play hisold team, the Oakland Raiders,
next Sunday.

“Six parachutes; four officers, two
NCOs and one airman ... oh man ...”

kevin_kilgore@hotmail.com By Kevin Kilgore
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